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steadily to 47.2 feet at the close of the mouth. A t  New Or- 
leans, La., the river reached the danger-line, 13 feet, ou the 
5th; fell to 12.8 feet on the 7th; rose to 15.5 feet on the  92d; 
fell to 15.4 feet on the 23d; rose to 15.9 feet on the 35th; fell 
to 15.8 feet on the 36th ; and rose to 16 feet ou the 33th to 30th. 

At the close of the nionth the Mississippi River was above 
the danger-liue from Cairo to the Gulf. It was falling slowlg 
a t  Cairo and rising slowlg froiu Memyhis southward. The 
important levees of the lower Mississippi were holding firm, 
the only important crevasse reported having occiirred nt La 
Blancs on the Bayou La Fonrche. A t  that  place a schoolhouse 
was swept away and a number of chidreu narrowly escspecl 
drown in g . 
ICE IN LAKES AND RIVERS AND OPENING O F  NAVIGATION. 

A report from Laconia, N. E., stated that Lakes Wiuipi- 
seogee aucl Winnesqnam mere clear of ice on the E t h ,  and 
that t h e  break up of ice this season was the earliest in 30 
years. Lake Champlain was clear of ice a t  Burlington, Vt., 
on the 7th. Narigetiou was opened at Oswego, N. P., on the 
5th, and Lake Ontario was reported clear of ice. Navigation 
opened a t  Buffalo, N. Y., ou the 7th, a t  Erie, Pa., on t h e  3d, 
ancl a t  Sanclusky, Ohio, ou the l l t h .  The first boat of the 
season cleared from Alpeua, Mich., on t>he Gth, and the first 
arrival of the season was reported on the 10th. The first boat 
of the season from Detroit a r i r e d  a t  Port  Huron, Mich., on 
the 9d, and a steamer cleared for Lake Huron ports. The first 
boat of the seasou from Alpeua arrived at Port  Huron, Mich., 
on the 7th. 

Reports from Sault de Ste. Marie, Mich., state that  on the 
3d the ice was rapidly disappearing from the Saint Marys 
River and that the channel was open ; 5th to 8 th ,  heary float- 
ing ice iu the river; l l t h ,  ferryboats began making regular 
trips; 15th ,  floating ice in river, and an ice gorge reported at 
Point Iroquois; lGth to 19th, heavy floating ice in river; 22~1, 
steamers arrived from Diiluth, Miuu.; 3 U h ,  ice formed, :md 
boats detained by floating ice; 35th, ice gorge from Poiut 
Iroquois to Waiski Bay detained boats; 30th, ice gorge a t  
Poiut Iroquois broke, and river full of heavy floating ice. 

The first boat of the season from Chicago to Buffalo passed 
Detroit, Mich., on the l l t h .  A t  Diiluth, Minn., navigation 
was reported opened on the 30th, and on the 3Bd four vessels, 
the first of the seasou, arrived. Navigation was opened a t  
Marquette, Mich., ou the 31st. Ice passed out of Lake Win- 
nebago, Wis., on the 1st. The first boats of the seasou from 
Buffalo, N. Y., arrived a t  Milwaukee, Wis., ou thel5th.  Ni%ri- 
gation was opened on Lake Michigan at Chicago, Ill., on the 
4th. Navigation was opeued a t  Greeu Bay, Wis., on the 11th. 

Ice broke up in the Peuobscot River from Baugor to the sea 
on the 4th. Navigation ou the lower Hudson River was open 
on the 4th. ?avigation opened ou the Susquehauua River a t  
Wilkes Barre, Pa., on the 1st. 
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ilIiesissippi Rieer.-Lake Pepin was clear of ice on the 3d. 
The first boat of the season for up river ports passed Red 
Wiug, Miuu., ou the 7bh, opening uavigation a t  an unusually 
early date. The first boat of the season from Saint Louis, 
Mo., arrived a,t Saint Paul, Miun., ou the 21st. 

Missouri Rizw.-Ou the 1st ice was moving slowly at Fort 
Buford, N. Dak,, and on the 2d the river was gorged with ice 
below t'hat point. A t  Pierre, S. Dak., large quantities of ice 
begau ruuuiug on the 5th. On the 39th navigation was opened 
by the arrival of a steamer from up the river. The fir8t boat 
of the season from Saint Louis, Mo., arrived at Eausas City, 
Mo., 011 the Scl. 

STAGE O F  WATER IN RIVERS. 
In  the following table are shown the dmger-points a t  

the various river stations; t'he highest aud lowest stages for 
t,he mouth, with the dates of occurrence, ancl the monthly 
ranges : 

Heights of rivers above low-water mark,  Apri l ,  1892 (in feet alid tenths). 

the month is given nuder 6 '  Local storms.7? 
Thunderstorms were reported as follows : East  of the Rocky 

Mountains they were reported in the greatest uumber of 
states, 33, on the 4th ; in 20 on the 3d and BOtli ; in 15 to 19 ou 
the lst, 5 th ,  13th, 14th, lSth, 19th, 32d, B'ith, and 2St8h; in 10 
to 14 on the 3d, Gth, Tth, l ' i th,  Slst ,  33d to SGth, 39th, and 
30th; in 5 to 9 on t h e  loth,  12th, 15th, and 16th; and in 4 on 
the 8th, 9th, and l l t h .  There was IIO date for which thunder- 
storms mere not reported east of the Rocky Mouutains. 

East  of the Rocky Mountains thunderstorms mere reported 
on the giwaterst number of dates, 35, in Kansas; on 31 in 1111- 
nois; on 15 to 20 in Arkansas, Iowa, Lonirinnn, Pclishissippi, 
Missouri, Nebraska, South Dakota, Tenuessee, and Texas j on 

Stntions.  

Carolina, aucl Virginia; 011 5 to 9 in Florida, Indian Territory, 
IvI;iryland, illinuesota, Moutaua, North Dakota, Peuusylvauia, 
West Virgiuia, and Wiscousiu ; aud on 1 to 4 in Connecticut, 
Diqtrict of Columbia, Massachusetts, New Jersey, aud Vermont. 

West of the Rocky Mountains thunderstorms were reported 
iu California ou the 2c1, lltlr, l & h ,  lcith, and 30th; iu Colo- 
rado on the 31, 4th, 7th, 9th to lYth, 14t8h, l i t h ,  18th, 19th, 
Xsb, 23~1, W h ,  and 35t8h; iu Nevada 011 the 6th and E d ;  iu 
New Mexico on the 19th R J ~  20th ; in Oregou on the 29th; in 
Utah ou the 15th, lGth, lSth, 931, 231, aud 34th; in Wash- 
ington on the 6th, 17th,  and 29t,h; and iu Wyoming on the 
X t h ,  l i t l i ,  Btith, aucl 2Gth. I n  stat8es and territories other 
than those named uo thunderstorms were reported. 
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ATMOSPHERIC ELECTRICITY. 


